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The Vision
A living heritage with a vision for future.

The Message

Preservation of the architectural heritage of U.A.E
and its

consolidation up gradation and dissemination of the
awareness of the heritage.

The Values

1. Our heritage is our identity.

2. He who has no past has no present no future.

3. Transparency in interaction with all local and
international organizations.

4. Collective action and coordination of all efforts.

5. Encouraging undertaking creative tasks in

field of architectural heritage.
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“He who has no past, has no ]Wesent”
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nahayan
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Hamad had his breakfast with his
parents on Friday morning and prepared
himself to go with his father to visit
his grandfather. Hamad’s father was
keen to take his children to the weekly
family meetings to teach them Islamic
traditions such as kinship and honoring
the parents.
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Everyone was at the grandfather’s house
around 9 am. Children raced to the living
room to see the grandfather and to kiss
his head. They sat around him talking
and laughing. Hamad was looking at the
library when he saw old books, the papers
were yellow and macerated.
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Hamad asked: What are these books
grandfather?  Grandfather smilied, and said:
these are my school books. Everyone laughed,
they thought he was joking, then Khalid said:
did you go to school as we do, grandfather? Of
course son, Grandfather said, | had studied at
ALAhmadiya, the first school that was built in
Dubai. The school was established in 1331 AH
(1912), by Sheikh "Ahmed bin Dalmook", Allah’s
mercy be upon him, after whom the school was
named.
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Hamad asked: How did you go to school,
grandfather? by car or bus? Grand
father laughed, and said: we used to
walk to our school, which was located in
the (AL-Ras) area of Deira.
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Hamad left the glass of juice he was
holing in his hand, and said: come on
grandfather, take us to see your school.
Grandfather looked at the old clock on
the wall and said: well, we still have time
until Friday Prayer, let’s go.
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When they arrived there, children were
surprised how small was the school was in
comparison with their current school size.
One child said: how small the school was,
Grandfather! Was the space enough for you
and your companions? Grandfather said: our
school was small as we were not so many
students. Come with me to show you the
building and its sections.
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The school has been constructed in three
phases: the first phase of the building
of the school was constructed around
a courtyard, which was surrounded with
a passage (Liwan) and then a series of
classrooms, there were eleven of them
with a kitchen and a room for drinking
water.
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The second phase was the stairs leading to
the upper floor, where a room for housing
the teachers was constructed. After a
brief period a wind tower (Barjeel) was
built above the teachers room, for reducing
the heat in the room in Summer. The third
phase was shading the open spaces on the
upper floor to be used for teaching because
of the increasing number of students.
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Everyone came into through a small door
in the big gate (the Farkha). The door
was made of a specific kind of wood called
(ALSaaj). Children were surprised to see
the beautiful arches and ornaments above
the doors of the rooms.Grandfather
clarified that ornaments were made of
gypsum, which can be carved and written
on easily.
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In the yard (Al-Housh), Grandfather
recalled his memories and said in this yard
we lined up in a queue, sang the morning
song, and raised the flag. Little Abdulla
tightened his grandfather gown and said:
What were you singing in the morning? Did
you sing the National Anthem, that we sing
nowadays? Grandfather smiled and said:
no son, The United Arab Emirates was not
yet established at that time.
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In the days of Sheikh Saeed bin Maktoum
Allah's mercy be upon him, we stood in the
rows and sang in the morning: "Oh Allah
please guide us to the straight path to do well.
Support us by your great help. Please Allah
do not leave us alone in doing our affairs.
we are your slaves who cannot fix what was
messed up. You know everything and you are
our hope. Allah we raised our hands asking
you because you are our hopefulness".
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Children were eager to see the classrooms,
they ran to see them and then returned
to the vyard, where their Grandfather
sat. Ahmad asked: what did you learn ?
Grandfather said: it was very enjoyable
we had learned to read and write, we had
also learned the Holy Quran, mathematics,
Arabic calligraphy, interpretation, jurisp

rudence, grammar, literature, and ethics
by virtuous scholars from Al sham, Iraq
Arabian Peninsula and Chinguetti and other
countries.
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Grandfather bowed his head and looked sad, then
Hamad asked him: what is wrong grandfather?
Why do you look sad? Grandfather said: this
beautiful school was closed in 1932 due to the
deterioration of natural pearl market, but the
process of learning continued in it till 1973.
Dubai municipality began the restoration of
the school in 1993 and rehabilitated it as a
museum for education.
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Grandfather said: what has maintained
the charm of this building, is that the
restoration was done in the same way
as it was built before and by using the
traditional materials which were coral
stones and gypsum for walls , (ALChandel)
and palm fronds (Da'n) for roofs.
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The school became the same as it was
before, because of the restoration, and the
municipality converted it into a museum to
display the old methods of teaching, which
was called (AL Katateeb). It also displays
information about the school, in addition to
school books, certificates and old teaching
tools. One room is allocated to display
teachers, students, and school activity
photos.
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Everyone was moved to the next room, where they
found traditional tables and seats. Grandfather
said: this is an example of the old classroom,
then he looked at his watch and said: it is time
to go for Friday Prayer. Children got on the
car, they were happy for their special visit to
ALAhmadiya School. All said together: thank you
Grandfather, we had spent an interesting time
today. May Allah prolong your life. They kissed
his head and went together to the "Al Masjed".
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