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The Vision
A living heritage with a vision for future.

The Message

Preservation of the architectural heritage of U.A.E
and its

consolidation up gradation and dissemination of the
awareness of the heritage.

The Values

1. Our heritage is our identity.

2. He who has no past has no present no future.

3. Transparency in interaction with all local and
international organizations.

4. Collective action and coordination of all efforts.

5. Encouraging undertaking creative tasks in the

field of architectural heritage.
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“He who has no past, has no jnfesent”
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nahayan
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Hamad toured Dubai with some
friends. They WEE highly
impressed by the architectural
and cultural development of the
city represented in magnificent
tall buildings such as Burj Khalifa,
Burj Al Arab and Palm island.
Hamad started to wonder,
and asked himself: = “Such
excellence cannot spring
from no where! Our grand

achievements - in architecture
and construction?”

These were the questions
that sparked Hamad’s desire

country..
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So Hamad and his friends decided to
tour the heritage buildings in Dubai
to know more about its architectural
history. They were astonished when
they discovered that they lack
adequate  information about the
historical buildings of their city, hence
they started their tour by visiting
Al-Feheidi fort.
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When the group reached Al-Feheidi
fort, located in the middle of Dubai
near the Creek, they were welcomed
by the guide at the main gate of the
Fort. Then she took them in a tour in
the fort. The guide started by telling
Hamad and his friends that Al-Feheidi
fort is the oldest historical building in
Dubai. Its construction goes back to
1213 A.H/1799 A.D.
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The group were astonished by the
fact that though the fort was ancient,
it was still intact. Hamad asked the
guide: “Who were living in the fort
since its construction?” The gquide
replied: “The fort was the residence
of Al-Maktoum family, rulers of
Dubai, from 1248 AH./1833 A.H. till
1313A.H /1896 A.D. After that date,
the late Sheikh Maktoum Bin Hashar
Al-Maktoum moved to reside in
Al-Shindagha area.
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The guide continued her explanation
saying: After the shifting of
Al-Maktoum to Al Shindagha area, the
Feheidi fort was used as a residence
for the ruling family. Then it was used
as a court, and afterwards it became a
police station and a prison for criminals.
In 1390A.H/1971 A.D., the late Sheikh
Rashid Bin Saeed Al-Maktoum ordered
the transformation of the fort into
a museum to exhibit archeological
and heritage items representing the
different aspects of the life of the
United Arab Emirates.
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After a short break in the fort's courtyard
(housh), during which the friendly group

ate some of the best types of dates (such
as “Khalas’, “Kheneizi” and “Lulu”) and drink
Arabic coffee, they resumed their tour.
The guide continued her explanation saying:
“Since you have known useful information
about the history of the fort, now | am going
to explain to you some of the architectural
details... may be one of you may become an
engineer in the future and makes use of
these information”.
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The guide continued: “In the middle of the
fort, there is a spacious courtyard in which
there is a large well (locally called “Tuwi”) in
addition to long rooms located all around the
building. The fort has two roundish towers
and a third rectangular one called “Murbaa”
The round tower located in the south
western corner is the oldest of the towers,
and was built in 1213A.H/1799 AD. It is 12
meters high, and there are niches along its
walls. Those niches were wusually used for
surveillance and shooting at enemies.
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One of the boys asked: What were the
materials from which the fort was built ?
The guide replied: It is a very good question.
The fort was built from shell stones brought
from the end of Dubai creek and coral stones
brought from the sea and plaster was used
to link them. The ceilings were built from
‘Chandal’ wood and palm frond (Al-Du’un) and

gypsum.
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Chandal’ wood coral stone
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The guide added that Dubai municipality
restored the Fort in 1411A.H./1991A.D. using
the same traditional materials from which it
was constructed. The restoration took two
years and the conservation process was done
in the same old constructional style. Due to the
small space available, which was insufficient
for the large number of exhibits, the museum
was enlarged, and many underground halls
were added. Those halls are used today as
exhibition rooms for the different types of
traditional living styles.
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In the new extension, Hamad and his friends
were shown a documentary film about the
development of the city of Dubai. There
they were shown a sample of the traditional
styles of life, mainly the old market (Al
Souq Al Qadeem) and the old house (Al Bait
al Qadeem). After that the boys saw some
examples of the Beduin life, tents, marine
life and some archaeological exhibits.




5 O . w- 059 ° <o ~ 2 = £ -0 0.
. . .

gax> §  dsiewn]l 3> o <Buol gt u=ig

- - . - - =~ ¢ - - - Y. - o

@ /‘Zf - --9 7o~ o_z% s 95 - o3
cgglsw| LI pass lgid] gd ey Guupd]

o - - oE 1~ -q- - S - (% ¥ %3 9s9 Se -
4z g:l.qﬂ ey l.g.}mszi Cwold L;f” 492@.@.31 lg g
& fodl 83gdS il el S3kdl &) o :iis JB
“/ ”» - ”/ -

s e o s 4= G 5 - s . <0 <o ~
SlusYg 20V ol bt dxcd V] 3o L A Gdgd
5 3 & ~ 552 c Proy =
2207 57 3% fa-5 -o.8 N N R N TRt {5
Py 4,54 Bl cpgdl J] L8 0,01 5 W) L gMlg
Zo- 08 50~ g% £Q -G _ = | - 9 7 - “or- .9
lasy egasy cBuoYl g9 L:.u.adl W 1ay) Bkl

- - S -3

o~ _

el )6 (555 35T (i 8565 e 1l

After rounding up this interesting tour,
the friends purchased some souvenirs
and thanked the guide. Hamad said:” It is
true that the architectural development
witnessed in our beloved country today is
a result of our grandfathers efforts. Some
of their buildings are still intact and they
represent a national heritage which we highly
esteem”. The friends said goodbye to each
other and agreed to visit another historical
building soon.
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Questions: Useful Vocabulary:
Housh : courtyard.
1.What is the oldest building in the city of Dubai? Khalas : kheneizi, Lulu: types of dates.
2.When did Al-Maktoum family reside in Al-Feheidi Fort? Tuwi : a well for drinking water.
3. In which year did the Late Sheikh Rashid Bin Saeed Burj : A cylindrical tall building.
Al-Maktoum inaugurate Dubai museum? Jus : plaster used in construction.
4. What is the tuwi? Chandal : stems and leaves of Mangrove tree used in ceiling.
5. What is the Chandal? Al-du’un: dried palm -frond put together.
6. How many towers are in the Al-Feheidi fort?
7.What do we mean by restoration of historical buildings?
8. Why do we conserve and take care of historical
buildings?
9. What have you learnt from this story?
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Stick here

Stick here
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Stick here
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